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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Should the Kansas Speech Teachers Association affiliate with the 
Kansas State Teachers Association? This question of affiliation with the 
KSTC is one which I feel should be asked again of the speech teachers in 
Kansas. The question was brought up at the sectional meetings several 
years ago and at that time it was voted that the sectional round-tables be 
continued rather than to plan a single fall meeting. 

What could the speech association gain by affiliating with the KSTA? 

First, the KSTA offers some financial aid to the state organizations 
to assist them in bringing to the state prominent speakers in their special- 
ized field. The amount of aid varies according to the membership of the 
organization. 

Second, the Speech Association would receive more professional prestige 
by being associated with this group. At the present time, our membership 
is small and there may be a tendency by some groups to give little con- 
sideration for the views expressed by the group. I feel that an affiliation 
with the KSTA would improve the standing of the state speech association. 

The speech association stands to gain everything and lose nothing by 
joining with the KSTA. The KSTA asks that all affiliated groups rotate 
their meeting places among the six sectional meetings. This policy should 
be an advantage to the speech association, as it would assure that speech 
sectional meetings would be held in some parts of the state every year. 
At the present time, only three of the sectional meetings — Hays, Topeka, 
and Wichita— regularly have speech round-table meetings. By joining 
with the KSTA, those sections would not necessarily lose their individual 
meetings since affiliated groups may continue round-table groups in other 
sectional meetings. It could be just possible that after a state meeting in 
some of the sectional cities that enough interest would be aroused to create 
new speech round-tables in these sections. 

It appears that the Kansas Speech Association would gain a great deal 
and lose nothing by joining with the KSTA. I would like to hear how 
other members feel regarding this matter. Norma Williams 
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Abolish High School Speech Contests? 
*“GLEN E. MILLS 


(Eater's Note: This is the first in a series of two articles concerning the 
N.C.A. Committee Report on Speech Activities.) 


ast March or April, some of us received a six-page mimeographed 

document, titled “Recommendations of the Contest Committee of the 

North Central Association.” It was approved by the Commission on 
Secondary Schools and was signed by J. S. Keas of Oklahoma, Otto Hughes 
of Indiana, O. L. Robinson of Colorado, E. W. Bechtel of Minnesota, G. A. 
Manning of Michigan, and L. B. Fisher, Chairman, of Illinois. 


The report alleges some evils in music, art and speech contests and 
recommends discontinuation of all interscholastic competition in these fields. 
It also questions the granting of awards for academic achievement for the 
reason that some students may experience a “feeling of failure of recognition 
and achievement.” However, when we turn to page four and read the 
section on athletic contests, we observe a different set of values and 
method of reasoning operating. Despite the abuses which are expressed 
or implied, and despite the four major reforms which the Committee feels 
obliged to advocate, the conclusion is that “interscholastic athletics has a 
real place in the experiences of the pupils in secondary school.” 


In order that we who work in speech may clearly understand the 
charges made by those who favor banning interscholastic speech contests, 
the pertinent section of the report is reproduced verbatim as follows: 


It is rather commonly felt that the success of a democratic 
form of life is dependent to a great extent upon the intelligent 
study and exchange of ideas of persons within groups. It is also 
recognized that the solution of common problems in the democracy 
is not best arrived at through dramatic, eloquent, emotional speech- 
es. On the contrary, deliberations on a highly intellectual plane 
should be more prevalent than they are in the solution of com- 
munity, national and international problems. Intellectual provin- 
cialism can be greatly reduced by encouraging students to seek 
solutions to recognized problems not only between schools and 
states, but between nations. Very little place in our democratic 
life is left for the long over-used dramatics and emotions in speech 
making. Nor is there much purpose in a democracy for formalized 
debates wherein parties resolve to win through eloquent presen- 
tations of a side with little, if any, regard to examination. of the 
facts involved in a problem. The purpose of debate is to win a 
point, not necessarily to arrive at a solution to a problem. 


The Committee can see very little real good to be derived 
educationaily from speech contests as most of them now are or- 
ganized and conducted. 

It is recommended, therefore, that the emphasis in secondary 
education be placed upon the ability to conduct onesself intelli- 
gently in group discussions. Emphasis should also be placed in 
teaching pupils to be able to convey verbally their thoughts in 
a group or before an audience, but not to win a point or attain 
an emotionalized victory. Interscholastic speech contests should 
be discontinued. 

According to a speaker who is familiar with the work of the N.C.A. 
Committee, the four reasons for the drastic recommendation are: (1) There 
are “outside pressures” on schools to participate in contests,! (2) All activi- 


* Associate Prof of Public Speaking, Northwestern University 
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(4) There should be more emphasis upon community service. 


Why should speech teachers concern themselves with this N.C.A. 
Committee action? In terms of the merits of our case for some kinds of 
contests, we need not feel obliged to take a defensive position; we do 
not have the burden of proof. However, if the N.C.A. adopts the proposal 
to add non-participation in interscholastic speech contests to its criteria 
for the accreditation of high schools in twenty states, we shall be on the 
losing side, irrespective of the merits of our case. School principals are 
not likely to allow their students to enter any non-athletic contests if such 
participation may cause their schools to be dropped from the accredited 
list. For this reason, we are placing in the hands of speech teachers a 
more complete discussion of the whole problem, in order that they may 
confer with, and give full advice to, their principals and superintendents 
before they vote on the N.C.A. recommendation or attend state principals’ 
meetings to discuss such action. 


In the opinion of the special committee of the Illinois Speech Associ- 
ation2 and other interested professional persons who met at the University 
of Illinois on July 29, the N.C.A. report is unquestionably vulnerable on 
procedural grounds and probably so on substantive grounds. In other 
words, it is believed that all speech teachers, whether they favor or oppose 
contests, should join forces in opposing the N.C.A. recommendation on the 
ground that it was arrived at improperly. 


Why do we say that the recommendation was arrived at improperly? 
In the first place, we have documentary evidence which indicates that the 
Contest Committee of the N.C.A. did not recommend the abandonment of 
contests, and that the arbitrary language of the report originated with the 
Administative Committee of the North Central Association. Such an im- 
position seems to be inconsistent with the pronouncements about democracy 
which appear in the quoted section of the official report. Secondly, if the 
N.C.A. prefers “intelligent study and exchange of ideas,” why didn’t they 
consult the elected leaders of the teachers of speech, music, and art? They 
might at least have consulted the professional workers who are most 
familiar with the problems in contest activities. The language of the 
report reveals no evidence of such consultation. Perhaps some officials 
of the N.C.A. have seen in our speech literature some criticism of contests, 
and from this they may have misjudged the climate of professional opinion. 
Thirdly, we think that the move of the N.C.A. officials to control specific 
educational practices in individual schools violates the principle of local 
autonomy and state responsibility. If a local school offers an educational 
experience which the patrons, students, and teachers approve, we believe 
that any extra-legal “outside pressures” should not be permitted to disrupt 
the program. Finally, as one N.C.A. official put it, “There is no point, as 
I see it, in recommending the abandonment of something without first 
having an activity which seems to be more acceptable than the one which 
one is abandoning.” The foregoing ideas are such that all teachers, whether 
they favor contests or not, should be willing to endorse them. 


2 Glenn Ross, Chairman, Halbert Gulley, Ralph Enstrom, H. H. Shelby, Glen Mills, and 
Lorry Norton, President of the Illinois Speech Association. 
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Report of the Spring Meeting 
NORMA WILLIAMS. Secretary 


The annual spring meeting of the Kansas Speech Teachers Association 
was held May 6 in the library of the Hutchinson High School. While 
the attendance was small, it did seem to represent the speech-minded 
teachers of Kansas. 


The major part of the business and discussion of the day was centered 
around two major issues: (1) the reactions to the recent announcement 
made by the North Central Association recommending that all debate and 
speech contests be dropped; (2) the report of a survey carried on by a 
graduate student under Dr. Whan’s supervision concerning the opinions of 
business and professional people in Kansas as to the present high school 
curriculum and what they thought should be offered to high school students. 
Full reports of these two points will appear at a later date, but in general 
the discussion of them was as follows: 


In regard to the recommendation made by the North Central Associ- 
ation, the entire group represented in this meeting were in disagreement 
with the point of view taken by this organization. As a result of much 
discussion by the group, a special commitee, composed of Vernon R. McGuire, 
Kansas State College, Mrs. Alma Moore, Newton, and Mr. Victor Capper, 
Atchison, was appointed to draw up a resolution protesting the recommen- 


dation made by the North Central Association. 


The report of this committee was read later in the meeting. This 
report not only condemned the stand taken by the North Central Associ- 
ation, but expressed the general opinion of the group as regarding debate 
work and speech contests as being in agreement with the general philosophy 
of education for the exceptional child, since it gives ‘these individuals 
opportunity to work for higher goals. The report agreed that the present 
setup of speech contests was not perfect, but that the solution lies not 
in discontinuing these events but in strengthening the good points and 
eliminating the present faults. 


This report was accepted by a vote of 23 to 0, 3 not voting. It was 
voted that copies of this report be sent to the North Central Association, 
the Associated Press, all national, regional, and state speech associations, 
other groups concerned with speech activities, and all superintendents of 
Kansas schools. 


On the second major issue, the report of the survey made by Dr. 
Whan, showed that, among other things studied, business and professional 
people questioned in this report all seemed to agree that a course in public 
speaking should be offered in all Kansas high schools. The association 
agreed that this report should be put .into the hands of all high school 
Superintendents in Kansas and other persons interested in school work. 
It was agreed to set aside $75.00 from the association treasury to be used 
in the publication of this report. 


All officers were re-elected for the following year so as to continue 
work on these projects. 
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New Books In Review 


BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL SPEECH 
by Clara K. Mawhinney and Harley A. Smith 
New York: American Book Company, 1950; pp. 222. $2.80 


Business and Professional Speech 
is written primarily for adult speech 
students in business and professional 
life. However, its contribution ex- 
tends also into the academic speech 
field and to those who frequently 
find themselves in a public speaking 
situation. 


The book is divided into two maj- 
or divisions, the first of which deals 
with basic principles of speechmak- 
ing generally. The first chapter 
stresses the importance of the listen- 
er and the occasion and advises, the 
student to get an understanding of 
over-all human relation patterns and 
to recognize his own place in the 
complete picture. The second chap- 
ter deals with stage fright; however, 
the subject is treated quite uniquely, 
and we find none of the time-worn 
cliches which may be found in most 
speech texts. The words “stage 
fright” are not used. Instead we 
have a general discussion of person- 
ality, particularly as it relates to 
speech, and the emotions which in- 
fluence behavior. What we think of 
as stage fright is discussed as emo- 
tional distortion, which is presented 
under the heading of adjustment, 
and it is suggested that the student 
“Work from the inside—out!” A 
list of suggestions to aid in the ad- 
justment of emotional distortion is 
offered, but the principal thesis is 
to “know thyself.” A chapter is 
included on the learning process, 
which is also rather a new thing 
to find in a speech text. This chap- 
ter discusses motivation and proper 
practice and explains the “learning 

lateau” or “lag” experienced when 
earning a new skill. A good speech 
background may be built up, say 
Mawhinney and Smith, by nurturing 
an insatiable curiosity. The first div- 
ision of the book also includes a 
chapter on bodily language or men- 
tal and physical poise, a chapter on 
language, and a final chapter on 
being heard and understood. 


The second division of Business 
and Professional Speech concerns 
those speaking situations which are 
most frequently met by business and 
professional people. The first chap- 
ter defines conversation as “an ex- 
change of ideas” and stresses the 
qualities of sincerity, intelligent ob- 
servation, and rationality. Also in- 
cluded are suggestions as to how to 
get a conversation started and how 
to handle awkward situations and 
different people. Two chapters are 
devoted to the interview. The first 
defines an interview as a “business 
conversation,” tells the purposes and 
characteristics of an interview, and 
discusses the interviewer, the inter- 
viewee, and how to carry on a suc- 
cessful interview. The second chap- 
ter on the interview is concerned 
with the application interview. In 
order to sell himself, the applicant 
must be able to evaluate himself 
and be able to analyze the job. 
Several pages are included on the 
conference leader, which will be of 
interest to anyone concerned with 
any of the discussion techniques. 


The remainder of the book is tak- 
en up with certain occasional types 
of speaking, such as sales-buyer in- 
terviews and the techniques of sales- 
manship, speeches of good will, 
presentation and acceptance, wel- 
come and farewell, the reading of 
written reports, and radio and after- 
dinner speaking. 


Business and Professional Speech 
has a personal quality about it that 
makes the reader feel that the 
authors are speaking to him and not 
just philosophizing about speech. 
This book should be of interest to 
teachers of speech and would be 4a 
valuable asset to the library of any- 
one who is interested in improving 
his business or professional relations 
by means of his speaking techniques. 


Don A. Palmquist 
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SPEECH NEWS IN KANSAS 


Ft. Hays Kansas State College is 
presenting the Jean Anouilh version 
of Sophocles’ “Antigone” on October 
10th and 1lth. The second produc- 
tion will be “Trial of Mary Dugan,” 
given in the courtroom of the county 
courthouse. Jack R. Heather, with 
an M.A. in radio from the Univer- 
sity of Denver, is teaching radio 
classes and has charge of daily radio 
programs going out of KAYS. These 
are entitled The Ft. Hays Radio 
Review. Our annual Speech Clinic 
for high schools will be held Satur- 
day, October 28. 


Kansas University Freshmen and 
Sophomores will have a_ forensic 
program of their own, participating 
both in exhibitions on the high 
school question and in tournaments 
of junior college level. The opening 
event on the forensic calendar will 
be the annual High School Speech 
and Debate Clinic (Oct. 14, 1950), in 
the presentation of which the depart- 
ment co-operates with University 
Extension. A Speakers Bureau has 
also been organized to give students 
off-the-campus speaking experience 


American Book Company 


before civic clubs and similar or- 
ganizations in the area. Inquiries 
may be addressed to Prof. E. C. 
Buehler. 


Speech activities at Atchison high 
school began this year on a very 
auspicious note. Included in the 
group of 39 trying out for the debate 
squad are 9 of the 11 who partici- 
pated last year in interscholastic de- 
bates. The group is determined to 
better last year’s records, which in- 
cluded three firsts in the finals of 
the State Speech Festival, and two 
college scholarships for merit in 
Speech activities. 


Speech enrollment at Wyandotte 
has increased over last year. There 
are four full classes in Speech and 
one in debate. Mr. Billingsley, in 
Radio Production, now has a school 
newscast on KCKN every Monday 
evening at 7:30. Mr. Knapp, in 
Drama, is preparing the play, “A 
ag Honey,” to be given on October 
12th. 


“Business and Professional 
Speech”’ 


Clara Krefting Mawhinney, Head of the Speech Department 
Bradley University, Peoria, Illinois 


Harley A. Smith, Dean of the Faculty 
St. John’s School, Houston, Texas 
@ This important new book is planned to develop the stu- 
dent’s ability to speak well and convincingly in matters of 
everyday business and professional life. It is quite unlike the 
average speech text, which trains the student to be an orator or 
a public speaker. Emphasis is on doing. Many of the speech 
situations discussed are readily adaptable for classroom appli- 
cation, and specific suggestions are made for speech practice. 
A summary and discussion questions follow each chapter. 


$2.80 


s 
d 
d 

| 

of 
h 
“ 
l, 
of 
| 
at 
yt 
h. 
st 


School of Speech 
NORTIWESTELN UNIVERSITY 


Chicago — Evanston, Illinois 


A NATIONAL CENTER FOR UNDERGRADUATE 
AND GRADUATE STUDY IN SPEECH 


% Over nine hundred majors in Speech from forty-five states 
and foreign countries. 


A Faculty and Staff of ninety-five persons. 
% Departments of Public Speaking, Speech Correction and ) 


Audiology, Theatre, Interpretation, Radio and Television, 
Speech Education. 


Degrees in Speech: B.S., M.A., Ed.D., Ph.D. 


The University Theatre, Radio Playshop, Workshop Theatre, 
Speech and Hearing Clinic, Debate and Oratory. 


*% Clarion DeWitt Hardy Scholarships in Forensics, Edgar Bergen 
Foundation Scholarships in Theatre and Radio, C. C. Bunch 
Fellowships in Speech and Hearing, School Scholarships 
and Fellowships. 


A Friendly Campus on the Shore of Lake Michigan 


For information about the School of Speech, address James 
H. McBurney, Dean of the School of Speech, Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Evanston, Illinois. 
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